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carried to prison; being much concerned either that the mention of his
advancement to regal power had been so unluckily made, or, as he pre-
tended, that the glory of refusing it had been thus taken from him, he
reprimanded the tribunes very severely, and dismissed them both from their
office. From that day forward, he was never able to wipe off the scandal of
affecting the name- of king; though he replied to the people, when they
saluted him by that title, " My name is Cttsar, not King." And at the feast
of the Lupercalia, when the consul Antony in the rostra put a crown upon
his head several times, he as often put it away, and sent it into the Capitol
to Jupiter. A report was extremely current that he had a design of remov-
ing to Alexandria or Ilium, whither he proposed to transfer the strength of
the empire, and to leave the city' to be administered by his friends. To this
report it was added that L. Cotta, one of the fifteen commissioners entrusted
with the care of the Sibyl's books, would make a motion in the house that,
as there was in those books a prophecy that the Parthians should never be
subdued but by a king, Caesar should have that title.1 This was why the
conspirators precipitated the execution of their design.*

APPIAN  COMPARES CAESAR WITH ALEXANDER
*' Happy in all things, magnificent; and with just reason comparable to
Alexander; for they were both beyond measure ambitious, warlike, ready in
the execution of what they had resolved and hardy in dangers; they spared
not their bodies; and in war relied not so much upon their conduct, as
upon their bravery and good fortune. The one went a long journey in a
country without water to go to Ainmon, happily crossed over the bottom
of the Paraphyliau Gulf, the sea being retired as if Ms genius had locked up
the waters; as another time marching in the champian, it caused it to cease
from raining. He navigated an unknown sea; being in the Indies, he first
scaled the walls of a city, and leaped down alone into the midst of his ene-
mies, receiving thirteen wounds ; was always victorious; and whatever war
he was engaged in, he ended it in one or two battles.
" In Europe he subdued many barbarous people, and reduced them under
his obedience, together with the Grecians, a fierce people, and lovers of lib-
erty, who never before obeyed any person but Philip; who commanded them
for some time under the honourable title of general of the Greeks. He car-
ried his arms almost through all Asia with an incredible celerity. And to
comprise in' a word the happiness and power of Alexander, all the countries
he saw he conquered; and as he was designing to conquer the rest, he died*
u As for Caesar, passing the Ionian Sea in the midst of winter, he found it
calm, as well as the British Ocean, which he passed without any knowledge
of it in a time when his pilots, driven by storm against the English rocks,
lost their ships; another time embarking alone by night in a little boat, and
rowing against the waves, he commanded the pilot to hoist sail and rather to
consider the fortune of Caesar than the sea. He threw himself more than
once all alone into the midst of his enemies, when his men were all struck
with panic fear; and is the only general of the Romans that ever fought
thirty times in pitched battle against the Gauls, and subdued in Gaul forty
nations, before so dreadful to the Romans, that in the law dispensing with
C1 This interesting extract contain,, of course, much unfounded gossip. In general we should
set down as historical those acts and sayings only which could be known to the public or which
were immediately recorded.]